
 

 

Nursery Curriculum Map 

Autumn 2026 

 

Personal Social and Emotional Development 

Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. 

This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which 

is suggested to them. 
Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context 

of their setting. 
Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating 

play ideas. 
Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ 

or ‘worried’. 
By the end of Autumn term children will be… 
Settled in their new environment, separating with ease and 

following classroom routines.  
Playing with another child in a game of their choosing  

Literacy 

Understand print has meaning; looking at the name cards and 

finding their name 
Understand print can have different purposes 
Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new 

vocabulary 
Begin to develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: - 

spot and suggest rhymes 
 
By the end of Autumn term children will be… 
Recognising their name 
Mark make during pretend play for example write a shopping list in 

the role play area.  
Share a range of stories, joining in with the key phrases, retelling 

and discussion. 
Join in with rhyming games and rhyming stories 
 

Communication and Language 

Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of 

what happens.  
Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such 

as “Get your coat and wait at the door”. 
Sing a large repertoire of songs. 
Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books. 
Can start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue 

it for many turns. 
 
By the end of Autumn term children will be… 
Understanding and responding to a 2 part question – “Go to the 

toilet, then wash your hands” 
Reciting familiar nursery rhymes – “Incy Wincy Spider” and “Baa 

Baa Black Sheep” 
Take turns in conversation, keeping conversation going. 
 

 

 

Understanding of the World 

Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials 

through visits to the wooded area  
Talk about what they see. 
Explore how things work. 
Know that the seasons change. Recognise Autumn and Winter  
Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different 

properties. 
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and belonging to a 

family, group or community.  
 
By the end of Autumn term children will be… 
Knowing who is in their family and talking about their family 

members 
Be aware that the season has changed and recognise Autumn and 

Winter.  
Join in planting bulb in the soil/ pumpkin scooping and cooking 

Physical Development 
 

Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes 

and bikes) and ball skills. 
Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet. 
Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and 

make marks. 
Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities. 
Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in 

paper with scissors. 
Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. 

brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying their hands 

thoroughly. 
Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and toothbrushing 

 
By the end of Autumn term children will be… 
Using the toilet by themselves and washing and drying their hands 
Using a range of small tools and large equipment safely and with 

developing control. Form circles and lines with mark making tools 
Be aware of making a healthy choice.  
 

Mathematics 

Fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them 

individually (‘subitising’). 
Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5. 
 Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. 
Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, 

rectangles, triangles and cuboids) using informal and 

mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 
Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. For example: 

stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal 

language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc.  
Make comparisons between objects relating to size 

By the end of Autumn term children will be… 
Subitise up to 3 objects 
Showing between 1-5 fingers when counting 
Begin to recognise basic shapes circle, triangle, square, rectangle 
Use simple vocabulary to talk about shape/ size 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent 

something else even though they are not similar. 
Explore different materials freely to develop their ideas about 

how to use them and what to make 
Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use 

these shapes to represent objects. 
Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like 

happiness, sadness, fear etc 
Remember and sing entire songs. 

 
By the end of Autumn term children will be… 
Singing taught Christmas songs confidently and performing for 

their parents  
Using different mediums – pencils, paints to express themselves  

Experiences/Enrichment  

Talking walks to our wooded area  
Visiting the Whiting’s Grow Project and planting bulbs. 
Inviting parent in to talk about Divali  
Performing Christmas songs and dances to parents  
Celebrate Black History Month 
Supporting children for Lunch Club to take part in Barnet Young 

Brushing Programme 
‘Little City’ Role Play Day 
 

Core books 

        
Possible Themes/Interests/Lines of Enquiry  

Oral Health, Traditional Tales, Autumn, Family, Halloween, Bonfire Night, 

Diwali, Christmas, Oh No George!,  

 


