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Music development plan summary: 
Whitings Hill Primary School 

All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24. 

Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from 

academic year 2024-25.  

This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out 

how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-

curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the 

national plan for music education:  

● timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year 

for key stages 1 to 3 

● access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice 

● a school choir or vocal ensemble 

● a school ensemble, band or group 

● space for rehearsals and individual practice 

● a termly school performance 

● opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year 

The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year 

and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership 

with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the 

school with music provision.  

Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along 

with this text box. 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024-2025 

Date this summary was published September 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed July/September 2025 

Name of the school music lead Nadia Stylianou 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Jeremy Schmitz 

Name of local music hub  BEAT 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/
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Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

At Whitings Hill, we have timetabled music lessons in all year groups to be taught once 

a week. Our chosen scheme of work is Kapow music, which is in line with the model 

music curriculum (March 2021) and national curriculum.  

In EYFS, we teach music in Foundation Stage as an integral part of the topic work 

covered during the year and as part of the specific area, Expressive Arts: Being 

Imaginative, identified in the Foundation Stage Framework (2014). We relate the 

musical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning 

Goals (ELGs).   

In KS1 and KS2, we ensure that our children access the key components of learning 

music - e.g. understanding pitch, tonality and pulse - while also teaching children how 

to read music notation and create their own compositions. We do this through a wide 

variety of musicians and styles of music, exposing our children to styles such as jazz 

and baroque, in a spiral curriculum, to ensure all the key skills are covered by the end 

of each key stage. 

Our music appreciation ensures a variety of music and genres are listened to and 

discussed. This is normally played in the mornings as children enter the classroom. We 

have a wide range of instruments that can be used within or outside of music lessons 

that include some multicultural instruments, boomwhackers, glockenspiels, percussion 

instruments and Sing Up.  

Through a partnership with BEAT, children in years 3, 4 and 6 learn an instrument 

(ukulele, guitar and b project) as a whole class, taught by music specialists from BEAT, 

which lasts a term. The children have the opportunity to perform what they have learnt 

to their parents in a concert to celebrate their learning.  

As a way of supplementing the curriculum, Year 5 take part in the Barnet Music 

Festival, which is timetabled to be practised during music sessions, over half a term.  
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Part B: Extra-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

At Whitings Hill, we offer the opportunity for children to join our school choir, who have 

opportunities to perform in the local community as well as on a bigger scale. 

Individual piano, violin and guitar lessons are offered to children, taught by specialists 

from BEAT, where children then perform a piece of music to the school and parents. 

Throughout the year our children enjoy taking part in a Christmas production, music 

performances and singing within class assemblies which are performed to parents and 

peers. 

Musical learning is further supplemented by weekly singing assemblies in each key 

stage, lasting 25 minutes. 

We celebrate diversity in music through Musician of the month, where every child is 

exposed to a new musician, each month, learning about them and listening to a 

selection of their compositions. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

At Whitings Hill, we utilise strong links with the music service to encourage 

instrumentalists to progress to performing in ensembles. Parents and carers are fully 

supportive of music making and we have a good turn-out at productions and 

assemblies. 

Children from Year 1-Year 6 have the opportunity to audition and perform in our annual 

‘Whitings Hill’s Got Talent’ event, which include a range of dance, singing and 

instrumental acts.  

All Year 5 children take part in the Barnet music festival – songs are practised in school 

and performed at the Arts Depot. The school choir take part in Young Voices and 

perform at the 02. 

KS2 have the opportunity to watch musical theatre productions - this year they will be 

going to the Cambridge Theatre to watch Matilda the Musical. 

Year 5 and 6 will visit a local secondary school to watch their jazz band perform, with 

the intention of inspiring children to play more jazz. 
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In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

We are looking to further develop diversity, equality and inclusivity in music. To do this, 

we would like to bring professional musicians into school to give workshops and 

performances. 

We will continue to develop a school choir, with the intention of broadening their 

performance calendar, within the local community, as well as working in partnership 

with BEAT. 

We aim to expand our links with local secondary schools, to enhance the children’s 

musical journeys. We would like to give our children more opportunities to watch live 

music performances (e.g. the school band or orchestra), as well as working in 

partnership with the schools to possibly loan instruments. 

We will continue to provide our staff with CPD to continue to develop their confidence 

and subject knowledge.   

We would like to expand the variety of instruments we have e.g. tuned instruments and 

multicultural instruments. 

 


